
Goals of NEED Working Group 
 

 
1. Measurable criteria 

• Justifiable 
• Accuracy 
• Consistency 
• Verifiable 

 
2. Fair and equitable 

• Unbiased 
• Uniform data sources 
• Consistency 

 
3. Fit the statute and meet the goals of NAHASDA 



NEED Factors by Category 

Incomes   Cost Access Structural
Condition 

 Social (non-monetary 
component) 

Other/Future 

• Household less 
than  
30-50% 

• HH less than 
50-80% 

• Per capita 
incomes 

• Poverty rate 

• Affordability 
• Administrative 

need 
• Household paying 

more than 50% 
income 

• Payment in lieu of 
taxes 

• Cost for delivery 
of services due to 
isolation 

• Cost of living 
• Cost of 

environmental 
reviews 

• Community 
planning 

• Senior housing 
• Disability housing 
• Utilities 

• Households 
less than 80% 
median minus 
assisted stock 

• NAHASDA 
Units 

• Lack of land 
base 

• Geographic 
formula areas 
versus service 
areas 

• Section 328 
small tribe 
minimum 
funding 

• Need for new 
houses 

• Availability of 
housing in 
vicinity of the 
area 

• Facility problems 
• Household 

Kitchen/ 
plumbing 

• Infrastructure 
deficiencies 

• Overcrowding 
• AIAN persons 
• Extended family/ 

homeless 
• Public safety/ crime 

prevention 
• Unemployment 

rates 
• Single parent 

households 
• Non-Indian 

concerns (Section 
8) 

• Population 
structure and 
birthrate 

• Population 
migration 

• Counseling 
 

• Administrative 
capacity 

• Increase formula 
allocation for 
tribes that no 
longer have access 

• Emergency set 
aside 

• Overlapping areas 
• State-recognized 

tribes 
• HUD 

administrative 
concerns 

• Replace conveyed 
units 

• Other block grant 
factors 

• Section 202 – 
eligible activities 

• Tribally driven 
determinations 

• Alternative data 
• Data challenge 

regulations 
• Formula area 

“definition” 
 
 


